PRESS RELEASE from Pump Gallery: Zenotopia- Exhibition showcasing puppets from the upcoming animated series
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Opening Friday, November 7th - 7-10PM
Exhibition will be on display until November 29th

PDF Download

ASHEVILLE, NC--Pump Gallery: Zenotopia, the brain child of Asheville based artist Chas Llewellyn, is an upcoming animated series two and a half years in the making. The story revolves around a pack of junk yard spirits and their continuing efforts to come to terms with the spirit inhabitants of neighboring environments. Shot in real-world outdoor locations, the animation employs a unique synthesis of traditional puppetry, electronics and generative computer effects. The exhibition showcases the puppet characters, custom designed video equipment and animation snippets from the forthcoming pilot episode. 

 

The son of aid workers, Chas spent the majority of his youth overseas, living in Peru, Bolivia, Ghana and Nepal. He moved to Asheville from Dhaka, Bangladesh in 2006 to study multimedia at the University of North Carolina at Asheville. 

 

In 2007 he began an intensive year long mentorship under the tutelage of late River Arts District Icon John Payne. Chas has applied the experience of working with Payne’s large scale steel puppets to the creation of his own amalgamated scrap yard part characters.

 

The Zenotopia project was selected for the 2008 Daniel DeLaVergne Media Arts Advantage Fund awarded by the Media Arts Project and Advantage West Economic Group.

 

Chas Llewellyn’s work will be on display from November 7 through 29, 2008. An opening reception with the artist will be held in the gallery November 7th, from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. The reception is free and open to the public.

 

Pump Gallery is located in the Phil Mechanic Studios building at 109 Roberts Street, in Asheville's River Arts District, 28801. For more information, call 828-254-2166, or visit www.philmechanicstudios.com.

