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Story by Bernadette Cahill
ASU’s Green Machine has won first place in the western North Carolina regional heat of the national Creative Juice competition—a challenge to create something useful out of a common piece of junk. AdvantageWest organized the competition and announced the result late Thursday, November 20, in Asheville in front of an audience of more than 600 people, including ASU’s Chancellor, Ken Peacock. 

Industrial design students Ryan Klinger, Andrew Drake, Spencer Price and Justin Henry created a working bicycle out plastic bottles as their competition entry. From September 11, the date of the announcement of the junk item they had to recycle, they had ten days to complete their project and post a video on YouTube. 

“We sat at the table with the other two teams and waited till the end of the evening for them to announce the winner,” said Green Machine’s captain, Ryan Klinger. They announced the third place, and then the second and we knew we had won. It was an awesome feeling. They gave us gift bags on stage of some of the immediate prizes. There is a big list of stuff we are getting from them.”

The three students have won $5,000 in scholarships from AdvantageWest and Inception Micro Angel Fund, paid internships with the Asheville Sustainability Center and other goodies donated by several other companies, said Julia Rowland, assistant director of ASU’s Center for Entrepreneurship, which worked with AdvantageWest to organize the competition. 

All first, second and third place teams now move forward to the national stage of the competition, in which a new major criterion for judging will apply—how easy it would be for the initial idea to go into production, said Klinger. 

Chancellor Peacock also received an award from AdvantageWest: the Golden Eagle Award for Leadership for his “significant record of accomplishments in higher education.”

AdvantageWest gave credit to the Center for Entrepreneurship for its role in the competition and also singled out ASU student Kelly Penick for her role in promoting the competition and her enthusiastic and committed work throughout. 
Green Machine was one of 169 teams from western North Carolina universities and colleges that signed on for the competition. It was one of more than 30 ASU teams that registered to compete.  

The Might Kites of Western Piedmont Community College placed second for wall insulation, and Team 10110 of Western Carolina University placed third with a wind energy generator—both constructed of plastic bottles. 

To view Green Machine’s video, click to www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3-tKX446VM.

