Elkamet reaches goals set in deal
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Elkamet has met and exceeded the goals outlined in an agreement between the company and state and county officials, Plant Manager Carsten Erkel said Wednesday.

Elkamet, based in Germany, produces hydraulic oil tanks for building construction machinery. The company’s largest customer is Caterpillar. Volvo is also a customer. Elkamet is located at 201 Mills St. in East Flat Rock.

During a Henderson County Board of Commissioners meeting, Erkel said the company has met the goals it was given during negotiations to locate the plant here two years ago. The goals included:

• Locating Elkamet’s first U.S. manufacturing facility in Henderson County.

• Creating 50 jobs.

• Investing $4.8 million in real property and business personal property.

Erkel told the commissioners he appreciated their support and assistance with getting Elkamet started in the county, in addition to other agencies that played a role in the company’s recruitment: Duke Energy, the City of Hendersonville, the Henderson County Public School System, the N.C. Community College System, Blue Ridge Community College, AdvantageWest, the N.C. Rural Center, the state and the Henderson County Partnership for Economic Development. 

“While these entities were significant in attracting us to this location, it was their commitment to our project during start up and now during operations that we are most appreciative of,” Erkel said.

Elkamet is an example of what the HCPED aims to accomplish in the county, said Adam Shealy, board chairman of HCPED. The organization is a nonprofit agency that works to attract business and industry. 

“Our organization is focused on attracting quality advanced manufacturing jobs, and equally focused on making sure those jobs stay here,” he said. “We place priority on industry support beyond the grand opening.”

The company committed to building a 40,000-square-foot facility in Henderson County after commissioners gave Elkamet more than $300,000 in incentives. The company’s initial investment was $4.8 million with eight employees, five serving as team leaders. 

The team leaders spent several weeks training in Germany. Elkamet started production in the beginning of May 2007.

The company’s completion of its goals is good news, said Board of Commissioners Chairman Bill Moyer.

“Elkamet is a testament to the positive business climate that exists in Henderson County,” he said. “We are very pleased to hear of the early completion of the agreed upon terms, and much more excited to know that 61 individuals have quality jobs in Henderson County.”
