AdvantageWest Announces Technology Business Expansion into Western North Carolina


Date Posted: 12/16/2004 

ASHEVILLE—During a meeting of the AdvantageWest board of directors, Charleston, S.C. based Navigational Sciences, Inc. announced plans to expand their operations into western North Carolina. The company, which is a cutting-edge wireless technology, Geographic Information Systems and asset management solutions company, is developing next-generation commerce solutions for the marine transportation and other asset tracking applications. Navigational Sciences’ president Eric Dobson noted the company selected the greater Asheville area due to a variety of reasons, citing the efforts of Congressman Taylor to provide access to a superior digital infrastructure, the area’s quality of life, and regional support for entrepreneurial businesses through AdvantageWest and its subsidiaries the Blue Ridge Entrepreneurial Council and the Blue Ridge Angel Investors Network. 

Navigational Sciences will open a network operations and engineering center in the greater Asheville area, scheduled to employ 12 and with an initial investment of $2 million in 2005. 

“We plan to open a major operations center in Asheville that, as our business grows, will create high quality, technology jobs,” Dobson said. “Western North Carolina is an exciting place making great strides in technology, and we view it as the ideal location for an entrepreneurial business such as ours. We already have local ties, because of the success we’ve found in raising local investment dollars through the Blue Ridge Angel Investor Network. We look forward to becoming active members in the Asheville community and in AdvantageWest’s Blue Ridge Entrepreneurial Council.” Dobson cited additional factors as crucial to their decision, including proximity to major research universities and the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

Navigational Sciences was recruited to western North Carolina by AdvantageWest, and received an attractive incentive package from AdvantageWest, the City of Asheville, and Buncombe County. Additional support for the business relocation came from Congressman Charles Taylor, who has provided funding for an enhanced digital infrastructure in downtown Asheville, and has committed to work with the business to further leverage its investment in technology developed at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

“Navigational Sciences is the kind of business that is a key part of our economic future here in western North Carolina,” Taylor said. “They have the opportunity to partner with us in our enhanced broadband and supercomputing infrastructure. Our work has attracted a number of promising software and IT-related businesses working in fields like weather imaging and forecasting. Navigational Sciences applications of satellite and wireless technology, along with their potential for contributions to homeland security, make today’s announcement a great one for western North Carolina.” 

AdvantageWest officials say the announcement is evidence that the organization’s entrepreneurial and angel investor networks can create jobs and grow the economy. “This is a big day for us.” said Jim Roberts, who leads AdvantageWest’s entrepreneurial efforts as the Executive Director of the Blue Ridge Entrepreneurial Council and Blue Ridge Angel Investor Network. “If we can attract and grow this kind of company to western North Carolina, we’ll transform our economy and create new opportunities for our future,” he said. 

AdvantageWest is a regional public/private economic development organization serving 23 counties in western North Carolina. AdvantageWest provides a diverse slate of economic development services and initiatives, including Blue Ridge Food Ventures LLC, MountainSouth USA, the Blue Ridge Entrepreneurial Council, the Blue Ridge Angel Investor Network, industrial marketing, and more.

