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REGIONAL TOURISM COALITION BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN HOST ANNOUNCES NEW MANAGING DIRECTOR

(ASHEVILLE, N.C.) – December 8, 2011: Blue Ridge Mountain Host (BRMH), a nonprofit coalition promoting ten counties in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains as a visitor destination, announces that its Managing Director, Elly Wells, has resigned and that the organization has hired Jane Murray for the position effective November 15, 2011. 

Elly Wells has served as BRMH’s first director since joining the organization in 1998. According to current Board President, Del Holston, “Elly Wells was the founding director of our organization, and over the past 12 years she has taken what began as a volunteer-led coalition and turned it into an active 180+ member organization. Elly’s services have been invaluable in strengthening the host group’s role as the tourism coalition for this region and she has been instrumental in raising the bar for the organization’s overall development.” 

Owner of the marketing firm Elly Wells Marketing and Project Management, Wells adds, “I am delighted to have had this time as part of the host group’s establishment and growth and now look forward to turning over the reins to Jane Murray who I’ve known as a colleague in tourism since 1994.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jane Murray, owner of Carolina Creative Services, has worked in the tourism industry in various aspects of marketing for historic properties, festivals, and attractions in the Carolinas for more than twenty-five years, including a seven-year tenure in the marketing department of Biltmore Estate. Carolina Creative Services current travel-attraction clients include the Black Mountain-Swannanoa Chamber of Commerce, the Historic Homes of Roswell, Georgia, the NC Youth Camp Association, and Lake Logan Episcopal Retreat Center.

“We’re excited to have Jane on board with our organization”, said Holston. “Her experience within the tourism, marketing and nonprofit sector make her a great fit for the position.”

Blue Ridge Mountain Host is a public-private partnership started in 1995 whose members range from restaurants to real estate agencies, spas to shopping, cultural attractions to chambers of commerce, galleries to gardens – in short, any business or organization that attracts or serves tourists. BRMH covers the area that includes Buncombe, Burke, Henderson, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Transylvania and Yancey counties. 

For more information about Blue Ridge Mountain Host, contact Jane Cox Murray at (828) 285-9907 or email jane@ncblueridge.com. 
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